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WHAT I EXPECT TO DO IN AFRICA. 

BY PROF. R. L. GARNER. 



The prime purpose of my visit to the wilds of "West Africa is to 
study the speech and habits of those great anthropoid apes which 
inhabit the jungle of that low, marshy country lying under the 
equator, some three hundred miles north of the mouth of the 
Congo River. In order to do this, it is necessary for one to take 
up his abode in the deep forest, that he may become familiar with 
the domestic life and conditions of those man-like creatures and 
study them in a state of nature untouched by the influences of 
captivity or changed conditions. 

To make sure of certain results, I shall call to my aid all the 
engines of human invention which may conduce to my success, 
and my outfit will embrace a phonograph, a photo-camera, tele- 
phones, electric battery, etc., the uses of which are quite evident; 
but the peculiar manner of applying them will be of interest to 
all. The most important feature of my outfit, however, is a cage 
which I have designed for the trip, and without which the use of 
some of my implements would be impossible. The cage is 
made of steel wire woven into a diamond-shaped lattice, with a 
two-inch mesh, and framed in strong steel frames. Each panel 
of the cage is three feet six inches square, and there are in all 
twenty-four panels, each one interchangeable with all the rest, so 
that they can be united with ease into a cube of seven feet square, 
and any side will serve for top or bottom, and any panel can be 
used as a door. 

The uses of my cage will be very numerous. It can be erected 
as easily as a tent, and will be used at night to camp in. It will 
serve me as a house while I may be detained in making terms 
with the natives or studying their speech ; and it will be a for- 
tress in the jungle, where I must spend much of my time in try- 
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ing to find the secret which I seek. But the use of my cage will 
not be limited to a mere place of safety from the wild beasts that 
prowl through the forests at night ; it will serve also as a depot 
for my supplies, and thus save me the trouble and expense of 
having to find a place of safety for them in case of delay or ab- 
sence. This structure will be locked securely to the adjacent 
trees by three strong chains attached to a Y-shaped iron bolted 
through the top of the cage. It will be provided with a canvas 
top and gum-cloth sides, mounted on rollers like window curtains, 
and easily managed. It will be provided with a soft rubber mat or 
carpet, which will serve as an insulator when the cage is charged 
with electricity, and will also prevent the moisture from rising 
from the ground beneath the cage, in which I shall have to sleep 
a great part of the time. It will contain hammock and camp 
chair. Besides these it will be occupied by my phonograph, pho- 
tographic instruments, telephones, and electric battery with which 
to operate them. A single charge of this electric battery will last 
for about 300 consecutive hours. By the use of a small switch- 
board I shall be able to fire my flash light at night, or to snap my 
kodak in the daytime, and to operate my telephones if necessary. 
In case of danger or unexpected attack, by the use of my switch- 
board and by means of an induction coil, I can charge the entire 
cage with electricity, developing an alternating current of about 
300 volts. In leaving my cage with its contents for any length 
of time, I shall simply charge it in this manner with elec- 
tricity, in order that in my absence my meddlesome neighbors 
may be induced to let it alone„ 

A unique and marvellous experiment among the many which 
I expect to be able to perform, is that of phonographing the 
sounds of the apes at a distance from my cage, where my phono- 
graph will be located at times. I shall accomplish this by means 
of the telephones which I am having constructed for the purpose 
with a water-proof cable wire connected at one end with the dia- 
phragm of the phonograph, and at the other end (which may be 
carried any distance, even a mile or more .through the forest) 
connected with a small telephone concealed in a tin horn ; all of 
which will be painted a dingy green in order that it may be con- 
cealed in the leaves or hidden in the moss or undergrowth of the 
forest. In front of this horn will be placed decoys, baits, effigies, 
mirrors, or such other means as may be found necessary to induce 
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the chimpanzees and gorillas to utter their sounds there, which 
sounds, of course, will be immediately transmitted to and recorded 
on the phonograph cylinder, which will be operated by electricity. 

I shall be provided with some globes for incandescent light. 
They will be connected with the battery and placed in such posi- 
tions that in case of alarm during the night the cause may be easily 
ascertained by simply switching on the light for a few seconds. 
If it is found that anything within the field of my kodak shall 
be worth photographing, the flash light will be fired and the pic- 
ture taken, including the cage and its surroundings. Amid the 
deep silence of the iorest, I shall take a photograph at night-fall, 
one at midnight, and one at dawn, thus preserving a vivid idea 
of the approach of darkness, the appearance of the forest by arti- 
ficial light in the dead, still hours of night, and the awakening 
of life in the early dawn, when the first rays of sunlight glance 
through the foliage wet with tropical dew. 

I expect to be able to secure photographic views of the home 
life of these great apes, as also of the natives of the same regions. 
I hope to secure photographs of their mouths in the act of talk- 
ing, and at the same time the phonographic records showing the 
sounds they utter. With the aid of my phonograph I shall re- 
cord and bring home the sounds of all the creatures of those deep 
forests that utter speech ; and with my camera shall preserve for 
civilized man a faithful panorama of the royal families, of the 
warriors armed with their simple instruments of death, the beaux 
and belles of royal society in evening dress, the peasantry, slaves 
and social parasites, the wild beasts, the tropical birds, and even 
the slimy serpents that infest the Eden of tropical Africa. I shall 
secure the social and religious songs, the rites and ceremonies, the 
music and speech of the people. I shall take photographs of their 
homes, which will afford a vivid idea of the domestic life and 
habits of this curious people, as they may be found worshipping 
their deities or dancing in their sins. "We may thus ascertain how 
much bondage and civilization have respectively wrought for this 
race, by comparing their condition with that of their kinsmen in 
America, who have grown up under the influences of civilization. 
This will be an important ethnological fact to determine. 

Of course my outfit will include some deadly weapons, — a 
rifle and a revolver, with 2,000 rounds of ammunition. In addi- 
tion I shall use a silent and, for certain purposes, far more deadly 
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weapon. To fire a gun in the forest would, of course, alarm the 
animals within a radius of half a mile, and repeated firing would 
eventually drive them from the locality. I have therefore devised 
a gun and missile suited to my special use. The gun barrel is 
simply a straight reed about four feet long, bored out smooth and 
uniform, and the missile is driven by the force imparted by two 
strong rubber bands and two steel springs. The weapon is 
charged with an arrow or dart having a steel head of peculiar de- 
sign, which is forced open on entering its quarry, the contents of 
the arrow-head being thereby discharged. This arrow-head will 
contain fifteen drops of prussic acid. In case I shall see an animal 
or a group of animals which I may desire to secure, by the use of 
this instrument I can secure either one or all of them, without 
unnecessary injury or alarm. The effect of this acid discharged 
in the blood is almost instantaneous and painless death. The dart, 
however, may be used to carry other kinds of poison, or used with- 
out any ; or the gun itself may be used with other missiles. 

My masked battery consists of a rubber canteen of my own 
device, to which is attached a hose about two feet long, on the 
end of which is a metallic nozzle, provided with a ring to fit the 
fourth finger, and a valve opening and closing like a flute key. 
The canteen will be worn buckled under the arm, while the ring 
on the nozzle will be worn on the fourth finger of the right hand, 
so that it may be used on the instant in case of surprise. This 
battery will be charged with concentrated ammonia, a douche of 
which in close quarters will set the most ferocious beast to think- 
ing. When free from action the valve is shut tight ; on closing 
any part of the hand it opens, and the weight of the arm dis- 
charges the pungent contents of the battery. I shall also use this 
battery in the capture of such small game or insects as I may wish 
to procure without maiming. Having stifled them with the am- 
monia, I can administer chloroform, if I wish, so as to extinguish 
life without giving pain. I shall carry with me also such utensils 
and chemicals as taxidermists use for preparing skins and skeletons 
of animals for mounting. As our acquaintance with the fauna of 
this part of the world is so limited, it is quite possible that I may 
obtain some specimens hitherto unknown. The same may be said 
of the flora. 

I shall carry with me the usual camp and medical outfit. My 
medical case, presented to me by Mrs. M. French Sheldon, whose 
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recent journey through East Africa has heen the wonder of mod- 
ern travel, is a duplicate of that used by herself, with some addi- 
tions made by experienced physicians. My camp equipment will 
embrace the lightest possible utensils. I shall go alone, with 
the exception of a cook and body servant, and from time to time 
twenty-five carriers, all natives. My travels will be neces- 
sarily slow, impeded by heavy burdens and long stops at the end 
of short stages, as the purpose is to study as thoroughly as pos- 
sible the topography and geography of the country and its native 
products, as well as the speech of its inhabitants. Encouraged by 
the success of my experiments with monkeys and other lower 
animals, I have faith enough in my own ability to believe that I 
will find a means of communicating intelligently with the an- 
thropoid apes which I am now about to visit. If I succeed in 
establishing the possibility of this communication, I shall ac- 
complish for science what all the efforts of mankind have failed to 
do heretofore. If I fail to establish it and instead should prove 
the negative of the proposition I shall not have deprived science of 
any part of its acquired knowledge, but shall settle forever the 
controversy among men on that subject. I do not expect to find 
in those animals a high type of speech, but only one in keeping 
with their mental and domestic state and their surroundings, 
capable of expressing their passions and emotions, and the simple 
wants incident to such a state of life. Whatever may be the 
nature or value of their sounds, I shall at least record them on 
the phonograph and preserve them for science. So strong is my 
conviction of my ability to learn their language, that I undertake 
this journey at my own expense, with my life in one hand and 
my equipment in the other. Impelled by an honest zeal, and at- 
tended by the prayers of earnest friends, I shall seek the depths 
of the unbroken forests, and wrest the secret from those man-like 
creatures upon the threshold of their own abode. 

I am aware of the fact that such a journey is beset with 
dangers, many of which are unforeseen. Without any desire 
to be sentimental or romantic, I do assert in candor that I would 
rather make this journey and succeed and die in poverty, than to 
forego it and fail, worth the wealth of India. I am not a fanatic 
upon whom the thought has suddenly dawned, for I have persist- 
ently sought for years that one great secret; — the first form of 
speech. My labors in this field have been fairly successful, not- 
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withstanding every conceivable disadvantage of working with the 
lower creatures of the simian type hampered by the surround- 
ings of zoological gardens. If it was possible to accomplish so 
much with such odds against me, am I not justified in the most 
exalted hopes for the result of my expedition ? And when I re- 
turn in triumph, which I shall do, those who now deride and 
ridicule so wild an undertaking, may yet bow their uncovered 
heads to the truth. 

While I have given here some details of my trip as I con- 
template it, I must not be held as pledged to adhere to any special 
mode or means. If the plans I have laid shall fail, new ones will 
be thought out and put to the test. I feel adequate to the task of 
meeting these animals on their own grounds, believing that my 
intelligence will be equal to their brute strength. I am willing 
to forego the comforts of civilized life, the endearments of home, 
and the blessings of health and plenty, and take upon myself the 
hardships, the privations and the toil of such a journey, that I 
may give to the world the secret with which to pass the gates of 
speech. I ask no reward but success, I seek no end but truth, and 
to accomplish this I stake all there is in life. 

If the good wishes and benedictions which are daily showered 
upon me could be realized, my journey through the jungle would 
be a triumphal march, over a pathway of flowers, but, alas ! they 
cannot change the grim aspect of those solitudes nor banish the 
ghosts of disease which lurk in the marshes of that torrid coast ; 
but it will lighten the burden and lessen the toil of the march to 
know that true hearts are measuring my absence, and kind lips 
are pleading for my safety. 

ElCHARD L. GaKNEB- 



